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I NTROCDUCTIOR

If this was to be & research paper, it is obviously a failure,

‘*.
Mo research has besen possible for uie,about several parts of essspape

B e
1 hope, howevar)that it will not be &ltogether meaningless.
P
It consisg\elmost enirely of impressions , intuitions and X deduc-

.
tion frowm my own experience; 1 can not'?ziuf anything. tut in two

cases 1 had the prcoi that my impressions were not wrong: one of
then 1is the importance of sporte newspapers, the szcond is the re-
gionzl distribution of the press. The figures given by the XKaxkzmkX

-
[

" Handbook of the Foreisn [Fress"™ coincided with wy intuition.

Thus L hope that 2lso ths other X stateuments, however <Snerti-
CuSepparrad 6-,. : Vg T o &
3 ' irures end facts,could be demonstrsted exact, if

3;
=

e - only 1 could have found where to look for.
f

Ky
The '"Handbook" hes been very useful, as far as newspapeg are

concerned. 1 could notice , however, a couple of obvious mistakss,

which 1 recorded in the notes.

This paper is somezwhet longer then reguired besause I wanted

to supply with typing lsbor the lack of r:zsearch work.
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A Aniag wnpeils
are are much tzlked ctout, Italy etill 1sVon under-devaeloned Countf??

Cne of these aspects is =ducation. The schooling faci-

of the ecconomy.

.

I1literscy, cwong the older rmeneraticns, is ctill :

o
L) PRI, g . 3 - o g q T
ing two related srotlems of traditional poverty and mk
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illiterucy effect vary hizevily the situstion of the uass mediz x g
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rerlons,  South of Jlome, end espacially scuth of lieplaes, vhers

=7 = % [ s T~ -~ P 3 29 - oyt ™~ oy

i1litey r gnd miza2ry &rs still the rulse, & newe parer is 2 luvuy-
N

rv. .ven in thess regions, howevar, redic reaches 2z gocd point of

bath&tubs. The favor 2njovad by ti
p—
country is dus tc ths Zzct that ti'y ars the sol: source of infor-

matmon% for ths illiterates.




The burdan of the southern regions lowers the national zve-
rares in ¢ fashion unfeir to the nmuch more davelopad korth.lers,
2limost every worker picks up his daily paper. Trhe class of peasents
and feruers sesms la2ss intesrestzd in tie press, but ¢ radio set can
ce found in z2very hous:z, whereas & couple of newspapers are part
of the eguipment of every tavern in the villagss. The impcet of te-
avision , zgarxtiinx cll over the neticn, is speciclly evident in
th2se rural ersss, where in I evary tavern and inn th

levision set, oftzn pliced in & spscisl roow; and the sudience is

usually numarous.

. PCL J-C l__ ‘rﬁ]]_fﬁT

——Wxx“r‘x_m E““‘*{Hm"‘mr&m

in ceneral, Italisn pressg ic nore a press of coinion than
I I ¥

of inforwetion. .Joliticizaticn of newspapers, .sagzzines, publishing
houszs end news ¢ra2ncies is almost insvitable in & countrv like
itely, where the politicel life is characterized byan extrene veriety
of opinions, factions end pertizs, ranging frowm the Gormunists to
B \

- - k] - &1 . o
the Christien Zemocrats to the leo-fescists. .ach L the meny parties
is constantly en-agad in & struggsle to win the mind of the voters;

m

and the asass niedia zre ons of the ws2apons. The praference of thex

readz2r for a newspapar or magezinsg that reflacts his own solig-

tical 1aea%ﬁs vaery similar to the statz of im@rican press before

I%30. This dess not mean , however, thet thereis no information

press. 8 a matter of fact, 2ll the bigrest nswspapers ars noderate

in tone, znd X fairly impertizl) in the presentation of the news;

illustpated# mugazines follow the sama pattern, with some remarkable
) ,

exceptions; rslio and televisicn have been taken ovar by the stats,

allegadly in corder to avoid their poligicization, :nd in fect are




Eavely

dlv*“snlonatef in their inforwative functionx.
G wue?
The confusion =nd variety of the political scene lead to nia
otia
infragquent shift of the madia from AKBZ g peeition to another,

T
Cne of thz la2&’ing illutreted mezazine, which I could compare teo
"Look! was lezaning slightly te the risht , but three years ago the
) -~ Jwvan g

publishers fired the editorg and the magazine: swinmpged on the other

ver i somz, rigidly centrist end
PP vl T

"conformisf"/\Nin the last years beceme the bitterest sppegiber to

the "opsning to the left",E i.e. the ZmxxexExk zlliance of €rrisien
Democrats with the Zcecizlists. (ne of the wost livaly publishing
hovses wee said to be philo-Communist. .fter th: sanugzgling and xwkx
rasternak works, it was so bitlerly criticised by
the Barty tbatdapparegtly movad to more moderate .ositions.(3)

des the iniependent media with some politiesl coloration,
there eare scores and hundreds of pa;§ xrxkiksErxgurg putlications;

but their rsadsrshis is wmuch more 1i dted. The several parti:s not

]

only have their own AeWbpap“rs, magezines @ 10 culturs] EERERE
'-Zﬁdf(_

centers, but clso th=g cwn nzws Iwﬁ,n01*5, vhich not cn'y reporte
A

the zvents within th2 partias, but &lso news as seen through their

politicel filter. In fact, these nWs arencies arse chiefly a prope-




C

IR e R

VEAGATRISTICS OF THo LiiDIe

THo N2 OPAPIRS . Ths estimetz number of Italien RAREXE daily

)(uo

newspepersis something more than onse hundrzd; th:z combinzd circula-
tion, five million copizs. 6C% «re publishod in th> northern nart
of the country, 257 in tha central ~cgions, 15,0 in the South and
the islande, (6)

Tha forwmat ef these neuspaper is like that of imerican
y v2b 3ome tendency to

the horiontel disposition of headlires, and short, parsllel co-

lumns. The guality of nswsprint and orinting ranges from the excel-
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agers seldom consist of more than 15 - 2¢ pagas.

This iz larzely due to the leck gf adzquate support from aivertising,

Two basic factors are involved in this situation. first, the in-
Loulvaie 4.8

core qf ltelien eae%?rers is much samaller than ..merican's; second,

the s=wp structurs ¢ the 2conomy is very diffsrent. Supermerkets

and cepartmenw-stor:, vhose HAAERKXBXXEXXRXBXXXHAXE alvertissments

part of . mearican ;aﬁersrarc not so wideppresed in Italy(8);
suburbs fer from shopping centers are almost unknown. Thea housswives,
therfor:, do not ne2d to know in advance what they zre dmgoing
1
DUY .

Lack of edvartising on® one hand .akes newspapers 1
anc mors easy to hendle, on thz other, uakss thair cudget shaky

y N . —

and cpens the door to political influznce throuch subsides from

tha vartiszs,




in ltalien nuwspagers , g in allemdern d%}y press, the firss

age is for big news, toth domiztic and interroticnel. The first

olunims on thz left, howevsr, coneict of the 2ditorial, The third

9]

vare is e"unigqua fa2sture"of ocur ‘ress. sssays, short noveks, li-
terary 2nd crtistic news, articles of fushion costume, books raoviews

find tMir placs hars. Throughout the years, the best o Italisn mo-

P g =

=

‘nother interszssting features is that the last twonthree pages

of the newspapers are resarved for nationsl and internationel new=s,
AacalVea J

"Ultimz dells notte"(news eﬁﬁeagﬁ 1ateﬁn
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tha nizht) and "dscentissime" (the very latest nsws)iy.

s

re the comic strips (9)

(9]
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noncsys,

ie no xXmxAxy specicl sunday edi
however, neny n:wepa-ers have an edition where sports n:ws covers

O

4 Jreat part of the spsace.

the sports

therc is &

pendent nswapapers sre often owned by indivi-

izs mmdag- than financizl groups. Zo,

th: "Corriere
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e the two Ligrest -lomsn rewspapars,

i Ll

2rc"” (Tha Herald). In this ciiy the third lar-est papar

is th2 pro-comuunist "raese-sera', which runs thz mest 2xtansive

agnd livaly enterteinmsnt paces, with cartocns, lists <f chows end
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moviz-thaatars, and othar f2sture; it is widely re:.d WAty people

na

of Aiffzrent peolitical posgition. i very siailer paper, "3Stesera"
kekxexzxErirg¥ (Tonight) foundzd los. summer, tricd the szme trick
in Milan (II9.

- S P, - - T
peirne G thne

<, whtarted Xin

1956, it wos srint:d br very good XXZEK newsprint; il.o askzs-up xoad

*wmkﬁkion in our journsli-

stic treditionyXRAXIXXABRAXKBEXERIRANNXXEX, thoush tha imitation of

v:as clzar. its delivaring service

inrlo-—onerican XEEXX NEBS;

to rzach dome ang ﬂaples ocver-
/a3 fuie g
night. +L3 success wes 1l...ediate ¥R anc é&ﬁﬂ%&e, among every class
oy o
people; the troublz was that sach € coccted nore than twice

— aen A a2 am
el:;plcé ag trains

then—it—wes—soid-for.The paper wes covertly bourht by the ~.1.I1.,(12)

the state - ownzd Italizn (11 Lutherity, who used it cs suksppek

ciiticism ¢ the governu:nt disgeed itse

1
eventuslly th: Ctate zdmitted 4k ownerchip, firsd the
' - i - - - L L L ViddTo L WD e /’ - o T la P -

with ths L.DN.I., foundsd e kind of laftist -l2anine weekly tabloid
- % ‘ .
whersx the wholes story wes oxpoced in the sost vgtriolic tsrus. The

"Giorno" contiru:s Lo Le ons of the most successiul itzlisn vapars.

istx" hevsz by far

5 7 hame - T e v e s v on o g e i T e
carty tress Tur bsyond k¥Rkixxx thelr reedercship, (n: good exam-
. (13)
T . s = 2 -y 5 o= o 1 i - T E, T - - ~
npl2 1s thes vVaticsan nowspaper, whose reedership is very saell,but
jrtmme Awm Pl cramems =~ 1T e e 4t T e AmrmrrrAmIle T3 e 1
WIOSe Iniiusne: £i1 ovar the countr ¥ 18 SNnorinCiS. Llaev’lss s L
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\#—0 2 no nudes cre 21loved to ha srinted on ningazings, in wgy countrv.

vle of yeare aee for heving
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$ Ehe ".spr
o' )
Af‘ shad, or thz covuer, ¢ nude of aen ¥talisn peintar very ¥ fzshionable
nowedaves(i€) .,
Ieer—“f%/ marezines ers .uch lass developed, in tH¥r clzc.

. g ~T st - L S, NI, I 2. o s 1. .
trere 12 . flowrizking greduction of co ¢C/ Lonks, e~ the dre-

- - N e : ] e 5 - ke 7 Coat £ |
INCE ey sozhbi ik TA'ﬁS: 1 plictorrashca. e sucizots of thass
!
- & o 1 -~ . . I - 4 TV oan - r
ETOV23S5 2r2 1oVe en. romances, <nd thay sre widsly read by oirie
| el L) - -
b#le .,aﬁn of the lower clizcszag.
Somicd Looks for children srs vary zindlzr to whot I found
. 3 = — L = -
hare: uglt viszney is z2s important in @8 1in .nmerieca, Sunsrnen
- B S e S i P —
nG ocoer glventar: comics raalso very |
i
7y 1L [ P 5 — LY. e g - T Ml Al L F— o
Finzlly, z spzeizl nention to thaMisgder'e “AfBEE, very cucess-

ful In 1021y g wharexIEkag xhRBEXEX AXREENFERREX L¥xExrs thorh h?rq%o

nd Ldacaticnsl  conditions cun sinluin this citustion. Cur publie
11t rary s g1y wary o oard eceorars T gawne an e
A 2 cl'd Warw Ie'r Bri rensmr SRARANNAN o L AT

asSo
In the lastfyears, however, edee the .ublishing industry , began

to enjoy & boom; and there are good Lopes for the futursz.
oo far, a book =elling I0.CGU copies can be considercd & success
Yirures of 3CULO0 and over, &s for "Ehe Leopard; are ebsolute excep-
tions.
ASAH8HY othzr aspects of Italien life, ed+ee the _.ublishing houses
ahe somzwhet resant of political fections. The owner of one of the most

7? R E—

o active, and

ct

producing euong the fin. st books, is & Communist; many

of the books he publishes reflzet his opinions,LIEL




IC
two big publicshing houses in iilano are also competitive in
the marezine fielc.
azmarkeble is the activity and the 1iuiportaice of the
" St. Faul uociety; ¢ rcligmous house which publishes books of
gvery kind, from love storics for teensagers to expensive &art books,
from Bibles to nanobooks for & heppy merriasge, in adiition to one

of the mosterecd popular :ar-azinss

FCTICK PICTUi.LSe &aTfter & sharp receosion in tie mpddle fifties,
71Ln-_}talian movie industry is now flourishing both in quantity znd in
quality of thz sroduct. Of coursg, not &ll itelisn filus are like

"La uolcTe vite and th: ".clips:W{/\ There is an snormous production

2 S *
of aygthole FAcel end DﬁoLlcal trasn‘.C:

is very liamited. 1t sub-

& iew yesers ago, owned

no evidence, so fer as 1 knov, oi such on ZMx

? S’ arnzing influence of television on the EREXMXREY Lovie picture;
rd’a"1. L TRaee .
{,ﬁg;ﬁ) industry as &% nhes ceen in america. 4 tiaink this is d.e in grzat
A

w’ JJ?JL’ part to the structure of italian society, where lerge stlrta of
’f‘r ? . A . . . "
Jqu T ’ the population e fyf opportunitges to enjoy this ferm of spar-
L A
" enterteinment; with fe increasing prosperity, waby people s itchad,

in part, to television, but much more had for the first time EKixz

er’d money to go to the movies. The most faithful &l) <tiwe movie=-
’.—\
gosre &re, of cours2, W tecn-egars,

i

Stete censorship, thoush much talked about and criticized,
ey - - = . " 2 i}
ceeus fzirly libsrel to #icv. Zut & certein confusion in thzxz
—
laws rerarding this matter allow souie provinciel megistrates to
P | : . . e Ehear
cut or ‘shede certsin scenss in thefilms projscted within hie

jurisdiction, =sven if the filwm passed the scrutiny of the vtate




Comaission cf @ensorship (w4).

e
» peculiar italien istitution =dews to be the number and
" 2
importancs of rarochial movis-theater. in sowe recicns thay are

A
zs larre, e¢s importent ang projecting about the seme kind of filws(29

as normal theatersyx . Udd 2nourgh, there is no politigal counterpart
A

to thiz intsrvention of th Church in the field of REkxxmestxtiwzky

entertainuent. *oviss are usually epoliticel or politically indi-

pzndent. 1n thess last two or three yeers, there has been & mush-

rooming of i§ilms dealing with the ras¢Cism and the two world wars,

and in genersl they werce as impartial as pjossible. vne of thsse,

- i

howeve{,wes ¢ docuirentary set up in & very we way by a stron-
? aftis roup2.sfter som csts in er theesters, this film
ly leftist t fter some tists in other thaaut , this fil

was progremmed in fome, in 2 theater plsced just a floor below the
- L - trn | i d
headsuarters of the kso-Eascist party. The riot followzd was a re-
AL

markables one.

RADIC o as far s 4 reumewber, there have besen no attempts to

= o

brdk up the stete wonpolyEx of the wnadio system in
. ) 7‘./&‘-&" ‘ ) ) o

tugtion is &ee?e%aé for grented, which is not true for Lelev151on(21)

Kol

taly. the si-

.

Th2 studies are scattered in several cities: the head-

quarters, however, are in Turin. lhere are three channels, or pro-

T

grams: the Lational, which broadcastseg news, wusic, couedizs and

otherg pieces of enterteinuent as well asginformation; the "w~econd"
more concernec with entertaiacments, such &s popular musgicy &nd
the " Third; the most intellesctuzl ani sophisticated of the three,
wkxkx which dezls with news and news anslysis, classical music,

essays, politicsl &nd literary discussions, drawmas, etc. the dif-
.. N
ferences , howaver, srs only € .etter of cegregﬂ.

Qadio mantains much of its function @s national entxertain-




12
ner, but a tendengy in the americeén direction is evident, as
more end more the stress is put on light musicel programs and
news bulletins. +
sxcept from the extremists, there are no major complaieﬁ
about the impertiality zRExx@as of the 'wadio-journals", Only
Ow 7l
recentlyg-éjttaccasion cf the warm dsbates about thz nationesli-
zétion of electric utilities, cries of scandal kx® have been raisd

v
as & long strike of typogé%hers ¢llowed radio to back Xx Ahdis-

sturbedXyx the government stendpcint, while the other medis where

dunip.
Public ownership, om the other hand, does not seves radio
listenars from being Eﬁﬂgi?éé with constent sdvertising. 1n xx

respact , italiesn radio is very siniler to american television,

because not only|thereferelveriods of solid advartising, but also

the regular progreus are sponsorzd by advertisers.
g £ N

ToLL.VISIOM. This newcoiier emons the wedia was born in ExxX
2hanmen )
Itely thirteen yeers e2go. ifter three yeers of sxperimentation,

Italians got involvad in & most wme&zing craze. # jguiz show,

(1
1 k) m ' BTaTe] . \ ] 9 - -
mededed after "The 64,000 4 ;u;:stlc)rl‘, filled every barroin.iﬁr_-

gouipped with a set;headlines on the first pages of the news-

paper recordad successes and failures of the participants, while
o— A T ~

ﬁg the *nﬁfr pares, complete reports #stretched for two or three
pages; workers and seasants got interested in ornitholeogy or Greek
drame; movie theaters were forced to suspend & projection and

! :
place = couple of television ssts before the screeng when this
show wes trensmitted.
45 2 rasult, the salss of television sets went to the stars;

zvervbody who could afford , and wany who really could not, were

buyng a ”falevisorévxdwmmnnaf rose on tihe roof of the worlys




i3
- ) = o
slums. To day‘ figures &re grotably sbou two millinf sets,which
A

—

m:ans a seg~?very 25 ituliens. xExxgxx Cowmpared with th: Xixuxe
number of other ap:liances, this is certeinly on awazing figure.®?)

Like -adio, tel.vision is a stule moncpoly. (Cwners of sets

pay an @nnual subscription rate of' about 15 dollars.(?3). But com-

sercials, unknown for fiv: years
/m ‘-l-l-u—
+=wt incr:asing ¥¥xE z2ver sincs, They are concentrat d in pro-
grams 5 ~15 minutes long, and are very similar to'the_gm:ricaqn,

, Were introdaczsd in I¢57, and

with sowe stress on moving certoons, gags

skztched. These programs k enjoy a

3

among the kids.

£

ihs

2}

transmission hours stedily wultiplied in thesesleven years

~

of tzlevisionyxamdxxxz® (2% , and the level of the orogrems grex

The influence of american tzlavision is
Juvecb

evident: oantir: series have been importsd, Xx ag\?erry tomo Show,
~

consistzntly iluprovea.

Lucy and ¥, parry wcason, Carcven(if) fitchcock, end soms othars.

such worz then radio, television has been criticized ebout

the feirneses of its ooliticel attitude. 1t has bien charsg=d to be

a pa2rsounzl faud
'‘'openinge to the

¢re in part dus

of Premi.r ranfani, mfxkx to overtly back the R
laft", etc. 1 rather suspect that these k& attacks

the enoruous power of television in molding the pu-

blic opinicn, and the dangers fesred in this power.
C anso 7 44‘.,««.:{ COtn sanpan 7 Pt

i 1==aa¢=u-i!-u1xfu=a£ the impact of Television on other

medic.

wgrazines, which neve been so hesvily affected in sumerica,

seem to get zlong fairly well in staly.agein, 1 thiok this is

largely duz to the

tinually emerging

[

: ; r ; .
2Xistencs of larg: state of population con-

to civilization and prospzrity; and these

peopls ar= hungry for all kind of mass media of commnunication,
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«hat 1 know for sure is that the social impact of tzle-
vision is tremendou=. Illiterate peesants and workers pass their
1l .isure hours in barroms and tsvernsg, in front of & television
(S o

set , &na get acquainted with a world th:2y never suspected %%
=< A s

exist; the following political discussion improve in quality end
A . A . /L)“J >
sonncénass., he harvestine xk womeh farmers chat of the Z==t T.Y.
"

stars.
erate and thes lower class:s, the catsgory

. This is particularly

ct

B .sid:s the illi
most affzeted by tel
avident in rurcl er=as, in small villeges, xkzrxzrxsxikxxkiz in
the poor suburbs, wher. once thz kids used (o spend their after-
noons playvine in the streets and in th: plazzas. low EREXRXRE

they spe:nd most of th2ir timzs Xx before a2 tzlevision set.




N O T o S

I -- The"handbook!] pagex 103, states thaet illiterzcey is growing
largzr. 1 do not unijzrstend how thiz could possibly be. Thz older
genzarations are dying out, and 1 am sure that today's Epildren go

Un

to school much mors then their grendfath:rs. 1 guessyéhis stata-

v

S

nent XX resulte from some niisunctstending.

The Comi.unist"Vie Nuova! for inst:nce.
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3 == 1thz nems of this publisher is feltrinelli.
N _ g -
g -~ There srz, of course, saleo indjpendent news-egencies. vee

oy opd

Rxxnzkmak§xpEExXERE "Hendbook™ , page ICE.

o

--"Handbookl page 1C3.

ther ¢id not succeded or hcs®# not been

[y

-— The tabloid formet ¢

% _“\.]

tried in Italy.

. b ) ) ] ] .
£ -- Besides, even thosewhch do exist do#® not advertise so hea-

vily as in america.

9 -- i few vears ago, & fau strips used to cppear on & ilomen pe-

er, onc2 & week. Then there is the supplement for children, and a

full pagz of comics, on tha2 "Giorno'" Eut this is &n exception to the

]

I0 --MGzzette dezllo Cport", EEBxERKyRUKxzmp cz. 450,000 copies;

"Corrisrs della Zeral h53‘500,300 copies. "Hendbook, pagz 1C3¢
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11 -- ths maneuver of driving & Comuaunist liorse -of-iroy in the
burgzsoiis “ilano w=s heavily ettacked and denouncad by the press;m

-

1 do not know with whet =2ff{uets.

12 == 1 sw not sur: whether it wes not financed by the xm S.N.I.

from thz hesinning.

13 -~ The "handbook" gives & figure of 200,000 copies, which
surprisss me very .auch, because the only pluces where 1 see the
"{sservaetors .oueno are the door:z of the Churches. but it wmight xax

well ©2 that there are so mény churchzs, in ltaly.

]

14 -- 1telicn redicals are usually wen of the X "Intellighentzia™

1J . ml, -
znd “egpehea Ihe

io

ds§ whose distinctive quality is snti-clericaliswm,.
h

place of their tiny party ussed to be somewher: between Sccicl- De-

[

e
nmocrets end Christian vamecrats. 1 do not know wk®E what is thir
standins now.

XRX*XXBA XXX KX NX
I5-There is only on2 w22kly which deals with crime, sex and scem-
dals, Cn the other hend, we do not have sny "I'leyboy2iwhich 1
will somewhat regr:t.

16 == sodigliceni

17 -- This publisher i: Raxxidxm Giulio .inzudi son of the
Iy o 3

late Luigi sinzudi, econowist of th classie school of thought,

liberzl, sywmpethiz2r of th: wonerchic institution, and Xxx=k

second rresident of the Ttelizn w=public.
18 == I zm not sure whether this chain has been liouidated.

19 -- Lazst year therehave bazn long debztes about a reforin of
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the lews dzuling with this subject, , but 4 do not know what were

a 1

]

20 -~ ~arkenzd end cut wers needed, of course.

21 -- Groups of Mileznese businesssmen repeetadly tried to get

icanze k®E for &n incipendent T.V. stetion .

--1 hesitat:d before writing down this figurs, bLut 1 heard of

snd =ftar scme czlcuzltions and comparisond with the nusber of
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lége, 4 think it is suits possible.
23 -- ihz subscription rats for redic is sbout thras dollers.

2B -- Two chznnzls &r2 now in opsration.

25 -= This was the ncaz in +taly, at luast.




